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PART 144—LIFESAVING
APPLIANCES

Subpart 144.01—Manned Platforms
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AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1333d; 46 U.S.C.
3102(a); 46 CFR 1.46.

Subpart 144.01—Manned
Platforms

§ 144.01–1 Life floats.
Each manned platform shall be pro-

vided with at least two approved life
floats. The life floats shall have suffi-
cient capacity to accommodate all per-
sons present at any one time.

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956]

§ 144.01–5 Location and launching of
life floats.

The life floats shall be distributed in
accessible locations and mounted on
the outboard sides of the working plat-
form in such a manner as to be readily
launched.

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956]

§ 144.01–10 Equipment for life floats.
(a) Each lifefloat shall be provided

with a painter. This painter shall be a
manila rope not less than 23⁄4 inches in

circumference and of a length not less
than three times the distance from the
deck where the lifefloat is stowed to
the low water line. Alternatively, the
painter may be of other material pro-
vided it has equal strength to the size
of manila rope specified and is not less
than 1⁄2 inch in diameter.

(b) Each life float must have a water
light of an approved automatic electric
type constructed in accordance with 46
CFR Subpart 161.010, except a water
light constructed in accordance with
former 46 CFR Subpart 161.001 that was
installed before January 1, 1972, may be
retained in an existing installation as
long as it is maintained in good condi-
tion. The water light must be attached
to the life float by a 12-thread manila
or equivalent synthetic lanyard not
less than 2 meters (6 feet) nor more
than 4 meters (12 feet) in length. The
water light must be mounted on a
bracket so that when the life float is
launched, the water light will pull free
of the bracket.

(c) Two paddles shall be provided for
each life float. The paddles shall not be
less than five feet nor more than six
feet long. The paddles shall be stowed
in such a way that they will be readily
accessible from either side of the life
float when in the water.

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 144.01–10, see the List of
CFR Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and on GPO Access.

§ 144.01–15 Alternates for life floats.

(a) Approved lifeboats, approved life
rafts or approved inflatable life rafts
may be used in lieu of approved life
floats for either all or part of the ca-
pacity required. When either lifeboats
or life rafts are used approved means of
launching will be required. Inflatable
life rafts, when used, shall be distrib-
uted and mounted as required for life
floats under § 144.01–5.

(b) The equipment required for a life-
boat is a bailer, boat hook, bucket,
hatchet, lantern, life line, two life pre-
servers, matches, full complement of
oars and steering oar, painter, plug,
and rowlocks, of the same type, kind,
and character as required for lifeboats
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